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APPENDIX, mons, that the Company virtually adopted the debt to
Mr. Hutchinson when they took possession of the terri-
tories and revenues of Travancore. The simple answer to
this is, that the Company never have taken such posses-
sion, either wholly or in part. The hostile conduct of
the rajah's dewan, joined to the accumulation of a large
debt to the Company, on account of the annual subsidy
payable to them by treaty, led, it is true, to the occupa-
tion of Travancore by their troops in 1809, and subse-
quently to the assumption by their resident of the office
of dewan for a period of three or four years, at the expira-
tion of which the administration was restored to the
rajah; but, as sovereigns, the Company have never held
any part of the country; while, so far from their proceed-
ings towards the rajah having deprived him of the means
of paying his private creditors, there is evidence to shew
that, by the management of the resident as dewan under
the orders of the Madras government, his finances were
extricated from a state of complete embarrassment, and
placed in a condition to meet any just demands that
could be made upon his government.
The last question is, whether the Company can be
legally implicated in this claim in consequence of their
interference in 1808, when the court directed that their
resident should be instructed to recommend the rajah to
make no further payment in liquidation of the alleged
debt to Mr. Hutchinson's estate, until the justice of it
was established to the Madras government? It is as-
serted in the petition of Mr. Bury Hutchinson to the
House of Commons, that the Company thereby pre-
vented the payment of a debt at a time when the rajah
was willing to make it. This, however, is so far from the
case, that four or five years before that step was taken,
the rajah's dewan had denounced the claim as one which
had arisen from fictitious transactions, and during the